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ADULT SOCIAL CARE AND COMMUNITIES SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
(Joint Meeting with Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee) 

PUBLIC HEALTH 
Executive Director of Adult Social Care and Public Health Report

26 January 2021

Next Steps Accommodation Programme (NSAP) Update 

The following update has been provided regarding Gloucestershire’s bid for the 
MHCLG’s Next Steps Accommodation Programme, as reported to Committee in 
September 2020.  This programme was created to fund a range of additional 
properties and support arrangements that were:

 deemed to be deliverable by March 2021, and 
  appropriate for the level and types of needs of those who were homelessness 

and accommodated during the pandemic.

Gloucestershire’s bid was very successful with a total of £3.8 million of funding 
granted for 11 projects, with a combined potential to realise 51 units of 
accommodation. Funding, both revenue and capital, has been allocated to District 
Councils and/or relevant providers directly.  The below is a summary of delivery to 
date:

Short term/ interim projects:

This was mainly for emergency accommodation and support within it across 
Gloucester, Tetbury and Stroud. Funds were also granted to furnish units in 
Cheltenham and deliver a training programme to link people with No Recourse to 
Public Funds (NRPF) to employment opportunities (see risk section below).

£176,827 spent to date of £296,542 allocation.

Capital funding for accommodation:

£939,392 spent to date of £2,064,000 allocation.

Units purchased in Cinderford and Gloucester totalling 23 units of accommodation. 
These are all currently under development and expected to achieve the 31st March 
deadline for completion.



2

The Cinderford Units are supported with staff on site,  where as the other units are to 
benefit from a floating support service (as below) with varying levels of support 
depending on individuals’ needs.

Revenue funding for support: 

3 years funding, totalling a maximum of £1,478,708. to deliver floating support 
across units delivered as a result of the NSAP funding. The final amount of funding 
will be determined by the number of units of accommodation completed and 
available for allocation by the March deadline.

Risks:

4 of the 11 schemes have been delayed:

• The Training Programme for individuals with no recourse to public funds - 
Lockdown #3 has meant that this programme has been put on hold as learners 
are not able to attend the training and do not have the ability to learn online. 

• The deadline for completing one of the larger accommodation schemes remains 
challenging, but all parties are working hard to overcome the specific challenges 
associated with this scheme. 

• Stroud Open Market Purchase- delayed due to the current property market 
conditions. 

• Floating support – the level of funding available for support is directly linked to the 
number of accommodation units finally delivered.  An incremental approach to 
mobilising support is being planned.

Routine commissioning of Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis for HIV (PrEP)

Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (or PrEP) is a medicine which can prevent individuals 
from contracting HIV. When taken in accordance with recommended use, PrEP has 
been shown to significantly reduce the risk of acquiring HIV infection in those at high 
risk of exposure to the disease. 

Earlier this year, following the completion of a three-year Impact Trial, the 
Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) confirmed that local authorities would 
assume responsibility for the routine commissioning of PrEP alongside their existing 
statutory responsibilities for sexual health. Local authorities have received additional 
funding from DHSC to deliver this. 

In Gloucestershire, the free provision of PrEP to eligible individuals has been added 
to our service specification with Gloucestershire Health and Care (GHC) for the 
Specialist Sexual health Service (SHS); and the new provision was rolled out in the 
county from the 1 December 2020. The county’s SHS were participating in the 
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national PrEP Impact Trial, so had an existing patient list already in receipt of the 
medication. 

DHSC funding allocations to LAs for PrEP were based on estimated uptake figures, 
and public health commissioners will be working with GHC colleagues to monitor 
local uptake over the coming months.  

The provision of PrEP free via sexual health services to those at highest risk of 
exposure to HIV is part of the Government’s stated aim to end HIV transmission by 
2030. PrEP presents benefits both for the individual and the wider health and social 
care system in terms of avoided HIV treatment and social care costs. Studies 
suggest that the availability of PrEP can help encourage individuals who higher risk 
of STIs to attend sexual health clinics more regularly. Those receiving PrEP are 
required to undertake more frequent STI testing meaning that any infections can be 
diagnosed and treated promptly. 

Public Mental Health – update 

The County Council is continuing to work with integrated commissioning colleagues 
at the Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG), service providers, and partner agencies 
to monitor and respond to the ongoing impact of the pandemic on mental health, 
particularly in light of the national lockdown. A full briefing was submitted to the 
November Adult Social Care Scrutiny Committee; and a special presentation on 
children and young people’s mental health was given to the Children and Families 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee (with HOSC and ASC Scrutiny members in 
attendance). 

Since the briefings were submitted, the CCG have secured NHS England winter 
pressure funding for mental health; some of which is being invested in a joint 
communications campaign to promote local services and support. The campaign is 
being developed by communication teams at the County Council, CCG and 
Gloucestershire Health and Care, and is expected to launch in mid January across a 
range of media channels. Messaging will target adults and children and young 
people. 

Additional virtual training is being offered to front line stakeholders on suicide 
prevention; alongside mental health awareness training for those working with 
individuals who may have financial or employment issues exacerbated by the 
pandemic. The workforce wellbeing group, a sub-group of the Mental Health and 
Wellbeing Cell is continuing to work with colleagues from across the ICS to consider 
the impact of Covid-19 on the mental wellbeing of the workforce, including those in 
front line roles.  



4

Separate to our work on Covid-19, commissioners have also submitted a proposal to 
NHS England for funding to develop local support for individuals bereaved through 
suicide. We expect to receive confirmation of the outcome of the proposal in the 
coming months. To help inform our approach, the team is issuing a survey to elicit 
the views of people with lived experience of being bereaved due to suicide. 

The new GloW (Gloucestershire Wellbeing) community grants scheme closed to 
applications in November. 57 applications were received from a range of community 
groups across the county; with schemes focused on supporting emotional wellbeing 
and improving social connectivity through community-based activities. A total of 
£50K grant funding is available in the first year of the programme funded via the 
county’s bid to the NHS England suicide prevention transformation fund. Applicants 
have been required to submit covid-19 risk assessments; and activities will need to 
comply with current guidance. It is hoped to confirm the successful applications in 
February.


